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Background 
Plastics, plastic packaging and plastic wrap labelling form a substantial portion of non-recyclable solid 
waste. In Canada in 2016, only 9% of plastic waste was recyclable while 87% went into unmanaged 
dumps or landfills. (Environment & Climate Change Canada) These affect the environment and human 
health. Canada is committed to the Ocean Plastics Charter and to zero plastic waste. The public needs 
education to end its dependence on plastics. Labelling is a source of consumer information. Canada’s 
Plastic Science Agenda (CaPSA) supporting the 2018 G7 Ocean Plastics Charter, outlines commitments 
and targets to stop plastic waste flowing into the environment. Canada has the longest shoreline in the 
world and plastic pollution that ends up in the ocean is a major issue. Support for behavioural change 
targeting industry and consumers will encourage the adoption of sound practices for the consumption and 
management of plastic resources; provide the knowledge base to support efforts to treat plastics as a 
valuable resource; and meet the ambitious plastic waste reduction targets laid out in the Ocean Plastics 
Charter. Canadians need clear labelling to decide how to properly dispose of plastic products. 
 

Quick Facts 

• “By 2050, the world is expected to increase waste generation by 70%, from 2.01 billion tonnes of waste 
to 3.40 billion tonnes of waste annually.” (World Bank) 

• North Americans generate the most solid waste in the world at 2.2 kg per person/per day. The projected 
waste generation per capita/day by 2030 – is 2.37 kg* and by 2050 it will be 2.50 kg*. (World Bank) 

• According to Oceana Canada, Canada currently uses 4.6 million tonnes of plastics every year — roughly 
125 kilograms per person and approximately half of all plastic discarded in Canada is single-use. 

• Some plastic waste is non-biodegradable and can act as vectors for chemical contaminant exposure for 
both plastic-derived chemicals and environmental pollutants, release chemicals used in their production, 
such as plasticizers, flame retardants, and UV stabilizers, some of which have been linked to endocrine-
disrupting activity and other adverse effects, and are associated with a high capacity to pick up other 
chemicals present in the environment, such as persistent organic pollutants (POPs) and trace metals, 
as well as biological contaminants such as bacteria and viruses. 

RESOLVED, That the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) urges the Government of 
Canada, and the Provincial, Territorial, and Municipal Governments to expedite the ban on single-use 
plastics (plastic checkout bags, straws, stir sticks, six-pack rings, cutlery, and food ware made from hard-
to-recycle plastics) and to expand the ban to include all problematic and unnecessary non-recyclable 
plastics including plastic wrapping and packaging, plastic tampon applicators (Change.org), disposable 
plastic beverage cups & plastic bottle caps and lids and plastic labels on containers; (UK Plastics Pact); 
RESOLVED, That CFUW urges the Government of Canada to implement Canada’s Plastic Science 
Agenda (CPSA) and, with the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment, to provide funding for 
the full implementation and follow-up of a Canada wide strategy on zero plastic waste; 
RESOLVED, That CFUW urges the Government of Canada, and the Provincial and Territorial, and 
Municipal Governments to fully fund development of school curricula and promote programs to educate 
the public about the dangers caused to habitat, the environment (including terrestrial and aquatic) and to 
all life forms by discarded plastic waste; 
RESOLVED, That CFUW urges the Government of Canada and the Provincial, Territorial and Municipal 
Governments to use incentives including start-up funding to create alternative uses for discarded plastics, 
biodegradable alternatives to single-use plastic packaging and wrapping and to work with academics and 
industry to support the creation of those alternatives. 
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Take Action & Implementation of Policy 

• CFUW Regional Councils urge their Minister of the Environment to take action 
to implement zero plastic waste. 
 

• CFUW Clubs and members contact their local MPs, MPPs, MNAs and MLAs to 
support the ban of single-use plastics and to share examples of personal 
buying that could reduce plastic waste in landfills, oceans and lakes. Eg. solid 
bar of shampoo 

 

• CFUW Clubs and members contact their municipal government about the 
increasing cost of waste management and ask for a public information 
campaign to start phasing out single-use plastics. 

 

• CFUW Councils, Clubs and members write to their local MPs, Provincial and 
Territorial governments to support the strategies of Canada’s Plastics Science 
Agenda and to call for fully funded public education programs and prompt 
implementation. 

 

• CFUW Clubs and members could review the labelling of plastics and contact 
their municipal government to find out how their waste management system 
processes plastics and which they accept. 

 

• CFUW Councils, Clubs and members write to their Provincial Minister of 
Environment calling for prompt action on the Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero 
Plastic Waste.  

 

• CFUW Clubs and members assess plastics labelling report to the Canadian 
Standards Agency if the symbols are difficult to read. 

 

• CFUW members request that restaurants and grocers provide alternatives to 
plastic packaging for take-out meals. 
 

• Write a letter as a club to both local MP and MPP urging them to implement 
zero plastic waste 
 

• Letters to news media 
o Letters to the editor or Op-Ed to local news, online news 
o Letters to national media  
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