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Afghanistan Peace Negotiations:  A Brief Recent Background 
  
The rugged country of Afghanistan, landlocked by 
Pakistan, China, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan and Iran is located in one of the 
most politically turbulent areas of the world.  One 
of the poorest and least literate countries, it 
continues to be one of the most dangerous in 
which to live as a woman. War has continued 
unabated for the lifetime of most of its citizens.  
 
Anxious to draw down American troops, in mid-
2018 the United States began negotiations with 
the Taliban, the Islamic-based guerilla fighters who 
continue to proudly take credit for attacks on 

civilians and whose ideologies emphasize the oppression of women.  Under the brutal Taliban rule 
from 1996-2001, women were incarcerated in their homes, denied education and jobs, and subject to 
horrendous beatings and to death for even minor trespasses.  
 
 No Afghan woman wants to go back to these barbaric times particularly since women have 
progressed significantly since the end of this misogynous rule. 
 
Over 10 million children now attend school.  Indeed enrollment for girls has gone up from only 9,000 
in 1999, to more than 2.4 million today.  More than half the population is under 15 and many now 
have a wide window on the world through a vibrant media that is breaking silence on Taliban threats 
and bombings.  These Afghan women and girls know that women’s rights are human rights. Today, 
women have important positions in the judiciary and in commerce, and 28% of the Members of 
Parliament are women.  Construction sites are common.   Exports are nearly $1 billion and 
Afghanistan is a member of the World Trade Organization. The GDP growth had lifted many out of 
poverty until COVID hit. However, Afghanistan now waits while a foreign power and the Taliban 
determine its future.    
 
This is not the first time a foreign country has attempted to end war in Afghanistan through 
negotiations with insurgents.   The Soviets invaded in 1979 but when Gorbachev came to power he 
wanted an end to a bloody war that was costly in both treasure and troops. He chose to negotiate 
with the Mujahideen the guerilla fighters who fought against the Soviet occupation. Despite generous 
Soviet terms, the Mujahideen refused to negotiate and vowed to continue “jihad”. Infighting broke 
out among various Mujahideen troops. The violence and upheaval gave birth to the Taliban who with 
the assistance of Al Qaeda and Pakistan took over 90% of the country. After the 9/11 attacks on the 
US, a US-led coalition invaded Afghanistan and allied with the Mujahideen against the Taliban.  The 
Bonn Agreement in 2001 led to a new government and constitution would be set up.  The Taliban 
were not involved. Also notable In 2007 Mujahideen leaders involved in the 1990s civil wars passed 
legislation in Parliament granting them amnesty for their war crimes.  No lasting peace can sacrifice 
justice. Still over time much progress was made in many areas and especially for women. 
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After two decades of failed attempts by the Afghan government to bring the insurgents to the peace 
table, the United States, like the Soviets, started direct negotiations with the Taliban which continue 
to this day.  But what will the Taliban do when the American forces leave?  To date they have used 
the negotiations to get more legitimacy and international recognition.  They made excuses to delay 
the Intra-Afghan Talks which finally began, but continue their attacks to undermine the Afghan 
government. They encourage the withdrawal of the American forces by not attacking them. But what  
lies ahead? Could history repeat itself? 
 
As a priority, there must be an unconditional, permanent and comprehensive ceasefire across 
Afghanistan. Too many lives have been lost but a ceasefire will preserve others.  A ceasefire already in 
place cannot be used as a bargaining chip down the road but can instead be a barometer of trust 
between warring parties. They can be better expected to observe each other’s promises and areas of 
agreement.  In addition, holding a ceasefire will give the Taliban the opportunity to show if it can 
control its fighters.  Very important for all Afghans is that a ceasefire will bring an end to the 
debilitating violence that has affected all aspects of their lives and the trade and commerce of their 
country for so long. 
 
The Afghans want and deserve peace, but a lasting one, and not one at any cost.  The negotiations 
currently underway in Doha have a perilous significance for the women in Afghanistan. We must 
encourage our governments to play leading roles in various aspects of the negotiations to ensure a 
lasting and fair peace is achieved and Afghan women are included. 
 
 The recent 20th anniversary of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 coincides with 
this pivotal point in history for women and peace in Afghanistan.  History shows peace agreements 
are more durable and successful when women are fully integrated and engaged.  They must be 
actively included in all dimensions of the peace process- leadership councils, negotiating teams, 
consultative shuras, and technical and advisory teams.  In Afghanistan there are many women 
educated and capable of participating without delay but sadly in the current peace talks in Doha, 
there are only four women out of 42, four on the 21-person Afghan delegation and none on the 
Taliban side. 
 
As part of the peace process the fundamental rights of Afghan women enshrined in their constitution 
must be preserved and strengthened.  These include women’s right to education, work, freedom of 
movement and association, and access to healthcare.  
 
And we must ensure there is a robust monitoring by the international community of the parties’ 
adherence to a peace agreement once it has been put in place.  The United Nations needs to be 
meaningfully included and we cannot turn away our eyes or minds. 
 
Forty years of war have permeated all aspects of life in Afghanistan.  In war there are no winners.  But 
Afghanistan now has a chance for peace.  Let us enable it to happen.  All Afghans will have to work 
together on peace-making and peace-managing but the importance of beginning cannot be 
underestimated. Educated women around the world must work together to raise awareness of the 
significance of the peace negotiations and their perilous significance for the women of the country.  
No country can succeed while ignoring half its population. 
          Hally Siddons 


