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The Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) mourns the 215 children found 
in a mass grave at the Kamloops Residential School in British Columbia.  
 
This recent discovery starkly reminds us of the violence perpetrated against Indigenous 
Peoples as a result of the residential school system. From 1863 to 1996, over 150,000 
little ones were forcibly removed from their families and placed in residential schools 
where they suffered unimaginable violence and trauma — many never returned home. 
 
The 2015 Truth and Reconciliation Report called the residential school system “a 
systematic, government-sponsored attempt to destroy Aboriginial cultures and 
languages and to assimilate Aboriginal peoples so that they no longer existed as distinct 
peoples”. It is important to recognize that residential schools are not ancient history — 
families, communities, and Survivors of this system carry the wounds of this violence 
today. 
 
On behalf of CFUW, the members of our organization stand in solidarity with the 
Indigenous Peoples of Turtle Island as they continue to cope with the pain and trauma 
of the residential school system. While CFUW members are mourning the 215 children 
who died, we know that as a part of the colonizing settler community, we share in the 
responsibility for these heinous crimes and remain complicit in the systemic violence 
that continues to be perpetrated against Indigenous Peoples today. 
 
CFUW members will continue to recognize past and ongoing forms of colonialism and 
will continue to advocate for the full implementation of the ninety-four Calls to Action of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the 231 Calls for Justice from the Final 
Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls.  
 
CFUW calls on the Government of Canada in addition to the provincial, territorial, and 
Indigenous governments, as well as the professional bodies, religious denominations 
and other entities named in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to work diligently 
toward achieving the ninety-four Calls to Action to honour the lives of these 215 
children. 
 


